STUDY TECHNIQUES

MASTERING THE CONTENT
1. Use the review section at the end of each chapter. Work through the list of key terms and make sure that you know their meanings. Do the “Exploring Concepts” questions.

2. Study any notes you took in class. Use underlining, highlighter, asterisks etc. to emphasize important material. Do not overuse highlighter. If most of the page is yellow, you might as well not have bothered.

3. If you were given study guides or worksheets, go over the answers to those questions, making sure they are correct.

4. If there are sections of the chapter for which you do not have notes or a completed study guide, go through those sections and make your own point form notes.

5. Go through the chapter and make up a vocabulary list in 2 columns, Term and Definition. Then fold the page in half, concealing the definition column, and quiz yourself, or get someone to quiz you. Hint – if you don’t know, don’t guess, look. Guessing incorrectly only reinforces error.

6. Make a list of the important events in a chapter in chronological order, by date. Then memorize the list. One technique is called “backward chaining”. Learn the last event on the list, and recite it to yourself without looking. Then learn the next-to-last, and recite both events. Work back through the list, reciting all of the events each time you add a new one, until you have reached the beginning. Then you will know them all.
7. For lists of facts or events of up to 10 items, use the Peg System. This is based on the principle that we remember visual images better than words The pegs are the numbers 1 to 10, with associated rhyming words, as follows:


1. gun


2 shoe


3. tree


4. door


5. hive


6. sticks


7. heaven


8. gate


9. vine


10. hen

For the first item on your list, make a mental image that associates it with a gun. For the second item, make a mental image that associates it with a shoe, and so on. If you make good strong mental pictures for each item, this method works very well.
8. For short lists, see if it is possible to make an acronym that is easy to remember. For example, in Chapter 3 you learned about the 5 pillars of Islam:


F aith


R amadan


A lms



FRAPP for short.

P rayer


P ilgrimage

9. Second-guess the teacher. Look at the chapter and ask yourself; What is he likely to ask? This is especially useful for written-response questions, since there is a limited number of such questions that can be asked about any chapter.

APPLYING YOUR KNOWLEDGE
Once you know the content of a chapter, you can answer objective knowledge questions such as multiple choice, matching and true/false. However, you still have to be able to use that knowledge to be able to answer open-ended written response questions. This involves:


1. understanding the question.


2. recognizing the command word in the question.


3. seeing the logical structure required in an answer.


4. recalling the relevant information required to answer it.


5. organizing the information into an effective answer.


6. writing the answer.

To understand the question, you have to read the whole question, including any qualifiers, to make sure that you know what it is asking.

The command words imply different logical structures. So when you are studying, you can ask yourself whether you can do any of the following tasks:

DESCRIBE – list the characteristics of whatever is the topic of the question.
ANALYZE – break down into its component parts. Here, our list of categories is useful, as it gives you some headings into which you can break down the data. The categories are:

SPIT A GERM:


S ocial


P olitical


I ntellectual


T echnological


A rtistic


G eographic


E conomic


R eligious


M ilitary

EXPLAIN – to give the reasons why something occurred, or was the way it was. A herringbone diagram is a useful heuristic for this command: Enter the long-term, medium-term and short-term or immediate causes of the event on the appropriate arms of the diagram.

[image: image1]


COMPARE/CONTRAST – show the similarities and differences between two things. The best heuristic for this is the Venn diagram:

[image: image2]
EVALUATE – Decide whether a particular statement is valid or not. The command “evaluate” requires that you look at both sides of the question, so the heuristic to use is a T-chart. Enter the points which suggest that the statement is valid  on the “Valid” side, and the points which suggest that it is invalid on the “Not valid” side.
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TO WHAT EXTENT – judge the extent to which something is true, or not. Once again, the heuristic to use is a T-chart:

[image: image4]
Use these command words as guides to help you in second-guessing the teacher by applying them to the material in the chapter. Ask yourself: Might he set one of these questions? Could I answer it if he did?
Long term





Medium term





Short term





Event





Unique to A 





Common to A & B





Unique to B





Valid





Not valid





To a large extent





To a small extent








